P &

Unit 10 - How do human
interactions affect the
Environment;:

Human Disturbance:

Biodiversity:

Biodiversity is the variety of life on Earth. It includes all living things, from tiny
bacteria to big animals, and the places they live, like forests, oceans, and deserts.

Think of it like a big puzzle where every piece is important. Biodiversity keeps
ecosystems healthy and helps them work properly. It gives us clean air, fresh
water, and food to eat. Protecting biodiversity is super important for the planet and
for us humans too!

Biodiversity is often described in terms of three components:

Of course! Biodiversity has three main parts:

1. Genetic Diversity: This is the variety of genes within species. It helps species
adapt to changes and stay healthy.

2. Species Diversity: This is the variety of different types of living things, like
animals, plants, and fungi, in an area.

3. Ecosystem Diversity: The variety of habitats, like forests, grasslands, and
wetlands, and the interactions between living things and their environment.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b6Ua_zWDHG6U
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Factors Affecting Biodiversity:
1. Agriculture:

« Habitat Loss: The conversion of natural habitats into agricultural land
leads to habitat destruction and fragmentation, resulting in biodiversity
loss.

e Monoculture: Intensive agricultural practices often promote monoculture,
where large areas are planted with a single crop. This reduces habitat
diversity and can lead to the decline of native plant and animal species.

» Pesticides and Herbicides: Pesticides and herbicides in agriculture can
directly harm non-target organisms, including beneficial insects, birds, and
aquatic species, leading to declines in biodiversity.

» Soil Degradation: Intensive farming practices such as overuse of fertilizers
and soil erosion can degrade soil quality and reduce its ability to support
diverse plant and microbial communities.

2. Invasive Species:

o Competition: Invasive species often outcompete native species for
resources such as food, water, and habitat, leading to declines or local
extinctions of native species.

» Predation: Invasive predators can prey upon or disrupt the behavior of
native species, causing declines in their populations.

o Disease Transmission: Invasive species may introduce new diseases or
parasites to native populations, leading to disease outbreaks and
population declines.

« Habitat Modification: Some invasive species alter or degrade habitats,
making them unsuitable for native species and contributing to declines in
biodiversity.

3. Population Growth:

o Habitat Destruction: Population growth often leads to increased demand
for land, resulting in habitat destruction and fragmentation, which can
reduce biodiversity.
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» Overexploitation of Resources: Growing human populations exert
pressure on natural resources such as forests, fisheries, and wildlife,
leading to overexploitation and declines in biodiversity.

o Pollution: Increased human activities associated with population growth,
such as industrialization and urbanization, can lead to pollution of air,
water, and soil, harming ecosystems and biodiversity.

» Climate Change: Population growth contributes to increased greenhouse
gas emissions, which drive climate change and have profound effects on
ecosystems and biodiversity.

4. Pollution:

e Toxicity: Pollution from chemicals, heavy metals, and other contaminants
can directly harm organisms and ecosystems, leading to declines in
biodiversity.

« Habitat Degradation: Pollution can degrade habitats such as rivers, lakes,
and forests, making them unsuitable for many species and contributing to
biodiversity loss.

» Bioaccumulation: Some pollutants can accumulate in the tissues of
organisms and biomagnify through food chains, leading to increased
concentrations at higher trophic levels and potentially causing harm to top
predators.

« Eutrophication: Pollution from excess nutrients such as nitrogen and
phosphorus can cause eutrophication of water bodies, leading to algal
blooms, oxygen depletion, and declines in aquatic biodiversity.

5. Overhunting:

» Population Declines: Overhunting can lead to declines in populations of
target species, disrupting food webs and ecosystems and potentially
leading to cascading effects on biodiversity.

» Species Extinctions: Persistent overhunting of vulnerable species can
lead to their extinction, resulting in the loss of genetic diversity and
ecological functions they provide.
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» Altered Ecosystem Dynamics: Removal of key predator or prey species
through overhunting can disrupt ecosystem dynamics, leading to
imbalances and declines in biodiversity.

 Human-Wildlife Conflicts: Overhunting can exacerbate conflicts between
humans and wildlife, leading to negative attitudes towards conservation
and further threats to biodiversity.

How do Human threats affect Endangered Species:
1. Habitat Loss and Fragmentation:

 Human activities such as logging, palm oil plantations, and
infrastructure development are rapidly destroying the Sumatran tiger's
habitat, the tropical forests of Sumatra.

o As forests are cleared, fragmented, and degraded, the tigers lose their
homes and essential hunting grounds, leading to population declines
and increased human-wildlife conflict.

2. Poaching and lllegal Wildlife Trade:

e Sumatran tigers are targeted by poachers for their skins, bones, and
other body parts, which are highly valued in traditional medicine and
for luxury goods.

« lllegal hunting and trade continue to pose a significant threat to the
remaining tiger populations, further reducing their numbers and
genetic diversity.

3. Human-Wildlife Conflict:

e As human populations expand and encroach into tiger habitats,
conflicts between tigers and humans escalate.

« Tigers may prey on livestock, leading to retaliatory killings by local
communities, and incidents of human-tiger conflicts result in human
injuries and fatalities.

4. Decline in Prey Species:

» Deforestation and habitat degradation also affect the prey species of
Sumatran tigers, such as deer, wild boar, and tapirs.
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e Reductions in prey availability further exacerbate food scarcity for
tigers, leading to increased competition and potentially lower
reproductive success.

5. Climate Change:

o Climate change is altering the distribution and availability of suitable
habitat for Sumatran tigers, particularly at higher elevations and in
montane forests.

« Rising temperatures, changes in precipitation patterns, and increased
frequency of extreme weather events can disrupt ecosystem dynamics
and reduce the resilience of tiger populations.

6. Genetic Isolation and Inbreeding:

« Fragmentation of tiger habitats results in isolated populations that are
more vulnerable to inbreeding and genetic drift.

o Loss of genetic diversity reduces the ability of tigers to adapt to
environmental changes and increases their susceptibility to diseases
and other stressors.

Agriculture:

Agriculture is the practice of cultivating crops, raising livestock, and producing
food, fiber, and other agricultural products for human consumption and use. It
involves various activities such as plowing, planting, watering, fertilizing,
harvesting, and animal husbandry, carried out by farmers and agricultural
workers.

Agriculture is important for several reasons:

1. Food Security: Agriculture is the primary source of food for the world's
population. It provides essential nutrients and calories necessary for human
health and well-being.

2. Economic Development: Agriculture contributes to economic growth and
development by providing employment opportunities, generating income for
farmers and agricultural workers, and supporting related industries such as
food processing, transportation, and marketing.
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3. Rural Livelihoods: Agriculture is the main livelihood for millions of people,
especially in rural areas of developing countries. It helps alleviate poverty,
reduce inequality, and improve living standards for rural communities.

4. Environmental Sustainability: Sustainable agriculture practices promote
environmental conservation and minimize the negative impacts of agriculture
on natural resources such as soil, water, and biodiversity.

5. Climate Change Mitigation: Agriculture plays a role in mitigating climate
change by sequestering carbon in soils, implementing carbon-neutral farming
practices, and reducing greenhouse gas emissions from agricultural activities.

As for the amount of land used for agriculture on Earth, it varies depending on
factors such as climate, soil fertility, land availability, and agricultural practices.
According to estimates from the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) of the
United Nations, approximately 38% of the Earth's land area is used for agriculture,
including cropland, pastureland, and agroforestry systems. However, this figure
may vary over time due to changes in land use patterns, population growth, and
shifts in agricultural practices and technologies.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L4ymLChJmew

Population :

1. Population:

» Population refers to the total number of individuals of a species, such as
humans, living in a particular area or habitat at a specific time. It can also
refer to the number of people living in a country, region, or the entire
world.

e In the context of human population, it includes all individuals of the Homo
sapiens species living on Earth.

2. Population Growth:

o Population growth refers to the change in the size of a population over
time. It can be positive (increasing) or negative (decreasing) depending on
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factors such as birth rates, death rates, immigration, and emigration.

» Positive population growth occurs when the birth rate exceeds the death
rate, resulting in a net increase in population size.

o Population growth is often expressed as a percentage or a rate of change
over a specific period, such as the annual population growth rate.

Here's a graph indicating the increase in human population over the last 10 years:
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1. Factors Contributing to Population Growth:

o Fertility Rates: High fertility rates, particularly in developing countries,
contribute to rapid population growth. Factors such as cultural norms,
access to contraception, and socioeconomic status influence fertility
rates.

o Mortality Rates: Declining mortality rates due to advancements in
healthcare, sanitation, and disease control contribute to population growth
by reducing death rates and increasing life expectancy.

« Migration: Migration, both internal and international, can contribute to
population growth by adding to the population of receiving areas. Factors
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such as economic opportunities, political instability, and environmental
conditions influence migration patterns.

o Improvements in Living Standards: Improvements in living standards,
including access to education, healthcare, and economic opportunities,
can lead to increased population growth by promoting better health
outcomes and higher fertility rates.

» Cultural and Social Factors: Cultural and social factors such as desired
family size, gender roles, and religious beliefs can influence fertility
decisions and contribute to population growth.

Overall, population growth is influenced by complex interactions between
biological, social, economic, and environmental factors, and addressing
population growth requires comprehensive strategies that address underlying
drivers and promote sustainable development.

Exponential Growth:

Exponential growth, in simpler terms, refers to a pattern of growth where
something, like a population, increases more and more rapidly over time.

Exponential growth, when applied to populations, means that the population
increases at a faster and faster rate over time. It's like a snowball rolling down a
hill, getting bigger and bigger as it goes.

Imagine you have a population of rabbits living on an island. At first, there are only
a few rabbits, but they start reproducing. As more rabbits are born, there are more
rabbits to reproduce, so the population grows even faster. This rapid growth
continues, leading to a very large population in a relatively short amount of time.

Exponential growth happens when there are plenty of resources available for the
population, like food and space, and when there are few factors limiting population
growth, such as predators or disease.

Invasive Species:

Invasive species are non-native organisms that are introduced, either intentionally
or accidentally, into a new environment where they can cause harm to native
species, ecosystems, and human activities. These species often have the ability to
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spread rapidly and outcompete native species for resources, disrupt ecosystem
functions, and alter habitats.

Examples of invasive species include:
1. European Starling (Sturnus vulgaris):

» Originally native to Europe and Asia, the European starling was introduced
to North America in the late 19th century. It has since become one of the
most widespread and abundant bird species on the continent,
outcompeting native cavity-nesting birds for nesting sites and displacing
them from their natural habitats.

2. Zebra Mussel (Dreissena polymorpha):

» Native to freshwater lakes and rivers in Eastern Europe, the zebra mussel
was unintentionally introduced to North America in the 1980s through
ballast water discharge from ships. It has since spread rapidly throughout
the Great Lakes and other water bodies, where it competes with native
species for food and habitat, clogs water intake pipes, and damages
infrastructure.
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3. Cane Toad (Rhinella marina):

e Native to Central and South America, the cane toad was introduced to
Australia in the 1930s to control agricultural pests. However, it has become
an invasive species, spreading across northern Australia and causing
declines in native fauna through predation, competition, and toxicity to
predators that consume them.

Unit 10 - How do human interactions affect the Environment:
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Endemics:

Endemic species are organisms that are native to a specific geographic region
and are found nowhere else in the world. They have evolved and adapted to
the unique environmental conditions of their native range over long periods.
Endemic species are often highly specialized and may be particularly
vulnerable to environmental changes or disturbances.

In contrast, invasive species are non-native organisms that are introduced,
either intentionally or accidentally, into a new environment where they can
cause harm to native species, ecosystems, and human activities. Invasive
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species often can spread rapidly and outcompete native species for
resources, disrupt ecosystem functions, and alter habitats.

The relationship between endemics and invasive species can be complex and
often depends on factors such as the characteristics of the invasive species,
the susceptibility of native ecosystems, and the presence of natural barriers to
invasion. Some key points of this relationship include:

1. Competition and Predation: Invasive species can compete with endemic
species for food, habitat, and other resources, leading to declines in native
populations. Invasive predators may also prey upon endemic species,
further reducing their numbers.

2. Habitat Modification: Invasive species can alter native habitats through
activities such as burrowing, grazing, or vegetation removal, which can
have negative impacts on endemic species that rely on those habitats for
survival.

3. Hybridization and Genetic Introgression: Invasive species may hybridize
with endemic species, leading to genetic introgression and potentially
reducing the genetic integrity of native populations. This can result in the
loss of unique genetic traits and adaptations that have evolved in endemic
species over time.

4. Disease Transmission: Invasive species may introduce new diseases or
parasites to endemic populations, leading to disease outbreaks and
population declines. Endemic species may have limited immunity to these
novel pathogens, making them particularly susceptible to disease.

5. Conservation Challenges: Invasive species pose significant challenges to
the conservation of endemic species and their habitats. Conservation
efforts may need to focus on controlling invasive species and restoring
native ecosystems to prevent further declines in endemic populations.

Overall, the relationship between endemics and invasive species underscores
the importance of understanding and managing the impacts of invasive
species on native biodiversity
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VEdDc2UExHY

Pollution:

Pollution refers to the presence or introduction of harmful or undesirable
substances into the environment, which can cause adverse effects on living
organisms, ecosystems, and human health.

1. Air Pollution:
o Comes from factories, cars, and things we burn like wood or trash.
o Types include smoke, smog, and gases like carbon dioxide.
2.
Water Pollution:
o Comes from factories, farms, and chemicals we use.
o Types include oil spills, trash, and chemicals like pesticides and fertilizers.
3.
Soil Pollution:
o Comes from dumping waste, chemicals, and pesticides.
o Types include contaminated soil from industrial sites and landfills.

4. Plastic Pollution:

o Comes from littering, improper disposal, and plastic products that don't
break down easily.

o Causes harm to marine life, pollutes waterways, and affects ecosystems.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kdDSRRCKMil

Effects of Pollution on Humans:
1. Air Pollution:

o Health Effects: Breathing polluted air can cause respiratory problems such
as asthma, bronchitis, and lung cancer. It can also worsen existing
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conditions like allergies and cardiovascular diseases.

o Environmental Effects: Air pollution can damage crops, forests, and bodies
of water, leading to reduced agricultural yields, biodiversity loss, and
ecosystem degradation.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GVBeY1jSGOY

2. Water Pollution:

» Health Effects: Drinking contaminated water can cause gastrointestinal
illnesses, skin infections, and even more serious conditions like hepatitis
and cholera. Exposure to polluted water can also lead to long-term health
problems, including cancer.

» Environmental Effects: Water pollution harms aquatic ecosystems, killing
fish and other aquatic organisms, disrupting food chains, and degrading
habitats. It can also contaminate groundwater, affecting drinking water
sources for humans and wildlife.

3. Soil Pollution:

o Health Effects: Exposure to contaminated soil can lead to skin irritation,
respiratory problems, and ingestion of harmful chemicals through
contaminated food or water. Soil pollution can also contribute to the
spread of diseases and impact agricultural productivity.

o Environmental Effects: Soil pollution degrades soil quality, reducing its
fertility and ability to support plant growth. It can also lead to the loss of
biodiversity, as many soil organisms are sensitive to pollutants and may die
off.

4. Plastic Pollution:

o Health Effects: Consuming food and water contaminated with
microplastics can expose humans to harmful chemicals and additives used
in plastics, which may have adverse health effects. Ingestion of plastic
particles can also lead to gastrointestinal issues and other health
problems.
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« Environmental Effects: Plastic pollution poses a threat to marine life, as
animals may ingest or become entangled in plastic debris, leading to
injury, suffocation, and death. It also degrades terrestrial habitats, leaching
toxic chemicals into the soil and water, and contributes to the spread of
invasive species through marine debris.

Acid Rain:

1. Introduction to Acid Rain:

« Acid rain is a type of precipitation (rain, snow, fog) that is acidic due to the
presence of pollutants such as sulfur dioxide (SO2) and nitrogen oxides
(NOx) in the atmosphere.

e These pollutants are released into the air primarily from the combustion of
fossil fuels, such as coal, oil, and natural gas, by industrial processes,
transportation, and power plants.

2. Formation of Acid Rain:
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When sulfur dioxide (SO2) and nitrogen oxides (NOx) are emitted into the
atmosphere, they react with water vapor, oxygen, and other chemicals to
form sulfuric acid (H2S04) and nitric acid (HNO3).

These acids are carried by wind and air currents and can be transported
over long distances before being deposited on the Earth's surface as acid
rain.

3. Effects of Acid Rain on Trees:

Acid rain has detrimental effects on trees and forests, primarily through its
impacts on soil and vegetation.

Soil Acidification: Acid rain can lower the pH of soil, making it more acidic.
This affects the availability of essential nutrients such as calcium,
magnesium, and potassium, which are vital for tree growth and health.

Leaching of Nutrients: Acid rain can leach nutrients such as calcium and
magnesium from the soil, making them less available for tree uptake. This
can lead to nutrient deficiencies and impaired tree growth.

Direct Damage to Foliage: Acid rain can directly damage tree foliage by
causing leaf burn, discoloration, and necrosis (cell death). This reduces
the tree's ability to photosynthesize and produce food, weakening the tree
over time.

Increased Vulnerability to Other Stressors: Acid rain weakens trees and
makes them more susceptible to other stressors such as pests, diseases,
and extreme weather events.

4. Role of Fossil Fuels in Acid Rain:

The combustion of fossil fuels releases sulfur dioxide (SO2) and nitrogen
oxides (NOXx) into the atmosphere, which are key contributors to acid rain.

Power plants, industrial facilities, transportation (e.qg., cars, trucks,
airplanes), and residential heating are major sources of fossil fuel
combustion and emissions of sulfur dioxide and nitrogen oxides.

5. Mitigation Strategies:

Mitigating the impacts of acid rain on trees requires reducing emissions of
sulfur dioxide (SO2) and nitrogen oxides (NOx) by transitioning to cleaner

Unit 10 - How do human interactions affect the Environment:

16



energy sources, improving energy efficiency, and implementing pollution
control technologies.

o Afforestation, reforestation, and soil amendment techniques can also help
restore and protect affected forest ecosystems.

Eutrophication:

Eutrophication is a process where excess nutrients, mainly nitrogen and
phosphorus, enter water bodies, like lakes or rivers, usually from human activities
such as agriculture or sewage discharge.

When these nutrients build up in the water, they cause rapid growth of algae and
aquatic plants, forming dense mats on the surface known as algal blooms.

As the algae and plants die and decompose, they consume a lot of oxygen,
leading to oxygen depletion in the water. This creates hypoxic or anoxic
conditions, making it difficult for fish and other aquatic organisms to survive.

Additionally, some types of algae produce toxins that can harm fish and other
animals, and the dense growth of plants can block sunlight from reaching the
water, affecting underwater ecosystems.

Overall, eutrophication can disrupt the balance of aquatic ecosystems, harm fish
populations, and degrade water quality, posing challenges for both aquatic life
and human activities dependent on these water bodies.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=92TFJTtug6k

Preventing Pollution:
+ Reduce, Reuse, Recycle:

o Minimize waste generation by reducing consumption, reusing materials
whenever possible, and recycling items such as paper, glass, plastic, and
metal.

o Conserve Energy:
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o Use energy more efficiently and rely on renewable energy sources such as
solar, wind, and hydropower to reduce the combustion of fossil fuels.

e Practice Sustainable Agriculture:

o Implement sustainable farming practices such as organic farming, crop
rotation, and integrated pest management to minimize the use of synthetic
fertilizers and pesticides.

 Manage Waste Properly:

o Dispose of hazardous waste, electronic waste, and household chemicals
responsibly by following proper disposal procedures and utilizing
designated collection and recycling facilities.

e Control Industrial Emissions:

o Install pollution control technologies such as scrubbers, filters, and
catalytic converters in industrial facilities to capture and treat air and water
emissions.

o Implement best practices for pollution prevention and resource
conservation in manufacturing processes.

+ Protect Natural Habitats:

o Preserve and restore natural habitats such as forests, wetlands, and
coastal areas to maintain biodiversity and ecosystem services.

e Promote Environmental Education and Awareness:

o Educate individuals, communities, businesses, and policymakers about the
importance of pollution prevention and sustainable living practices.

o Encourage behavior change through outreach campaigns, environmental
education programs, and public awareness initiatives.

By implementing these strategies and fostering a collective commitment to
environmental protection, we can work towards preventing pollution and
safeguarding the health and integrity of our planet for future generations.

Unit 10 - How do human interactions affect the Environment:

18



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zste8smMudE

Biomagnification:

Biomagnification happens when certain pollutants get more concentrated as they
move up the food chain. Here's how it works:

1. Pollutants Enter the Environment: Pollutants like pesticides or heavy metals
are released into the environment through human activities, like factories or
farming.

2. Taken Up by Plants and Animals: These pollutants get absorbed by plants or
algae in the water. When animals eat these plants or algae, they also absorb
the pollutants.

3. Concentration Increases: As animals eat other animals, the pollutants they've
absorbed get passed along. Each step up the food chain makes the
concentration of pollutants higher.

4. Top Predators Accumulate the Most: Animals at the top of the food chain, like
big fish or birds, end up with the highest concentration of pollutants because
they've eaten many other contaminated animals.

5. Health Risks: High levels of pollutants can harm the health of these top
predators and even the people who eat them, causing problems like
reproductive issues or diseases.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hR2p-cNIx-E

Climate Change:

Greenhouse Gases:

Greenhouse gases are gases in the Earth's atmosphere that trap heat and
contribute to the greenhouse effect, which is the warming of the Earth's surface.
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These gases absorb and emit infrared radiation, preventing it from escaping into
space and thus warming the planet.

Here is a list of the most common greenhouse gases:

1. Carbon Dioxide (CO2): This is the most abundant greenhouse gas and is
primarily emitted through the burning of fossil fuels (coal, oil, and natural gas),
deforestation, and other human activities such as cement production and
industrial processes.

2. Methane (CH4): Methane is a potent greenhouse gas, with a much higher
heat-trapping ability per molecule than CO2, though it is less abundant. It is
emitted from sources such as livestock digestion, rice paddies, landfills, and
the production and transport of coal, oil, and natural gas.

3. Nitrous Oxide (N20): Nitrous oxide is emitted from agricultural and industrial
activities, including the use of synthetic fertilizers, biomass burning, fossil fuel
combustion, and certain industrial processes such as nylon production.

4. Fluorinated Gases: This category includes several synthetic gases such as
hydrofluorocarbons (HFCs), perfluorocarbons (PFCs), and sulfur hexafluoride
(SF6). They are used in various industrial applications, including refrigeration,
air conditioning, and semiconductor manufacturing.

5. Water Vapor (H20): While water vapor is not directly emitted by human
activities, it plays a significant role in the Earth's natural greenhouse effect.
Increased concentrations of other greenhouse gases can indirectly influence
water vapor levels and amplify the greenhouse effect.

These greenhouse gases contribute to global warming and climate change by
trapping heat in the atmosphere, leading to rising temperatures, altered weather
patterns, melting ice caps and glaciers, sea level rise, and other impacts on
ecosystems and human societies.
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Climate Change:

1. Absorption of Solar Radiation: The Sun emits energy in the form of solar
radiation, which reaches the Earth's atmosphere. Some of this energy is
reflected back into space by clouds, ice, and the Earth's surface, but a
significant portion is absorbed by the Earth's surface, warming it.

2. Emission of Infrared Radiation: As the Earth's surface absorbs solar radiation,
it heats up and emits energy in the form of infrared radiation (heat). This
infrared radiation travels back towards space.

3. Trapping of Infrared Radiation: Greenhouse gases in the Earth's atmosphere,
such as carbon dioxide (C0O2), methane (CH4), nitrous oxide (N20), and water
vapor (H20), absorb and re-radiate some of this infrared radiation. This
process traps heat in the atmosphere, like a blanket, preventing it from
escaping back into space.
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4. Enhanced Greenhouse Effect: Human activities, such as burning fossil fuels
(coal, oil, and natural gas), deforestation, and industrial processes, have
significantly increased the concentrations of greenhouse gases in the
atmosphere. This enhanced greenhouse effect intensifies the trapping of heat,
leading to additional warming of the Earth's surface and lower atmosphere.

5. Climate Change Effects: The increased concentration of greenhouse gases in
the atmosphere results in higher average global temperatures, which in turn
drive changes in weather patterns, precipitation, sea levels, and the frequency
and intensity of extreme weather events. These changes collectively
constitute climate change.

6. Feedback Mechanisms: Climate change can also trigger feedback
mechanisms that further amplify warming. For example, as temperatures rise,
ice and snow melt, reducing the Earth's albedo (reflectivity) and increasing the
absorption of solar radiation. Thawing permafrost can release additional
methane and carbon dioxide, further contributing to warming.

Overall, the buildup of greenhouse gases in the atmosphere from human activities
leads to the greenhouse effect, which in turn drives climate change by warming
the Earth's surface and altering its climate system.

Combatting Climate Change:

Addressing climate change requires a multifaceted approach involving mitigation
efforts to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and adaptation measures to cope
with its impacts. Here are some mechanisms to combat climate change:

1. Transition to Renewable Energy: Shift away from fossil fuels (coal, oil, and
natural gas) towards renewable energy sources such as solar, wind,
hydroelectric, and geothermal power. Investing in clean energy infrastructure
and technologies can significantly reduce greenhouse gas emissions from
electricity generation and transportation.

2. Energy Efficiency Improvements: Implement energy efficiency measures in
buildings, industries, and transportation to reduce energy consumption and
carbon emissions. This includes upgrading insulation, using energy-efficient
appliances and vehicles, and promoting sustainable urban planning and
transportation systems.

Unit 10 - How do human interactions affect the Environment:
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3. Reforestation and Afforestation: Protect and restore forests and other natural
ecosystems, as they act as carbon sinks, absorbing and storing carbon
dioxide from the atmosphere. Reforestation involves planting trees in areas
that were previously deforested, while afforestation involves establishing new
forests on previously non-forested land.

4. Reducing Deforestation and Forest Degradation: Address the drivers of
deforestation and forest degradation, such as agricultural expansion, logging,
and infrastructure development. Implement policies and incentives to promote
sustainable land use practices, protect biodiversity, and conserve forests as
carbon sinks.

5. Climate-Friendly Agriculture Practices: Adopt climate-smart agricultural
practices that reduce greenhouse gas emissions, enhance carbon
sequestration in soils, and improve resilience to climate change impacts. This
includes practices such as agroforestry, conservation agriculture, crop
rotation, and integrated livestock management.

6. Promotion of Sustainable Transportation: Encourage the use of public
transportation, cycling, walking, and electric vehicles to reduce emissions
from the transportation sector. Invest in clean and efficient public
transportation systems, develop infrastructure for alternative fuels, and
promote active transportation options.

7. Carbon Pricing and Market Mechanisms: Implement carbon pricing
mechanisms such as carbon taxes or cap-and-trade systems to internalize the
social cost of carbon emissions and provide incentives for emission
reductions. Revenue generated from carbon pricing can be reinvested in
climate mitigation and adaptation efforts.

8. International Cooperation and Agreements: Foster international cooperation
and collaboration to address climate change through agreements such as the
Paris Agreement. Countries can work together to set ambitious emission
reduction targets, share technology and expertise, and provide financial
assistance to vulnerable nations.

9. Research and Innovation: Invest in research, development, and deployment of
low-carbon technologies, innovations, and climate solutions. This includes
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advancements in renewable energy, energy storage, carbon capture and
storage (CCS), sustainable agriculture, and climate-resilient infrastructure.

10. Education and Awareness: Raise public awareness and promote behavior
change through education, communication, and outreach campaigns.
Encourage individuals, communities, businesses, and policymakers to take
action on climate change by adopting sustainable practices and supporting
climate-friendly policies.

Conservation:

Key terms:

1. Extinction: Extinction is the complete disappearance of a species from the
Earth. It occurs when there are no surviving individuals of that species left
anywhere in the world. Extinction can happen naturally over time due to
environmental changes or competition with other species, but it can also be
caused by human activities such as habitat destruction, pollution, overhunting,
and climate change.

2. Endangered: Endangered species are those that are at risk of becoming
extinct shortly. They have a small population size or are facing threats such as
habitat loss, poaching, pollution, or climate change that could lead to their
extinction if not addressed. Endangered species are often legally protected,
and conservation efforts are implemented to prevent their extinction and
promote their recovery.

3. Ecological Footprint: Ecological footprint is a measure of the human impact
on the environment, particularly in terms of resource consumption and waste
production. It represents the amount of biologically productive land and water
area required to support the lifestyle and activities of a population, including
food production, energy use, housing, transportation, and waste disposal.
Ecological footprint calculations help to assess the sustainability of human
activities and their impact on ecosystems and biodiversity.

4. Conservation: Conservation refers to the protection, preservation, and
sustainable management of natural resources, biodiversity, and ecosystems. It
involves efforts to maintain and restore ecological balance, prevent the loss of
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species and habitats, and ensure the long-term sustainability of environmental
resources for current and future generations. Conservation activities include
habitat restoration, wildlife management, protected area designation,
sustainable resource use, and public education and awareness.

Examples of Endangered Species:

1. Amur Leopard (Panthera pardus orientalis): The Amur leopard is one of the
rarest big cats in the world, with only around 84 individuals remaining in the
wild. It is found in the forests of Russia and China and is threatened by habitat
loss, poaching, and human-wildlife conflict.

2. Vaquita (Phocoena sinus): The vaquita is a small porpoise species found in
the Gulf of California, Mexico. With only an estimated 10 individuals left in the
wild, it is the most critically endangered marine mammal. The main threat to
the vaquita is accidental entanglement in illegal gillnets used for fishing the
totoaba fish, which is also endangered.

3. Northern White Rhino (Ceratotherium simum cottoni): The northern white
rhinoceros is on the brink of extinction, with only two remaining females, Najin
and Fatu, both living under human care in Kenya. The last male of the
subspecies, Sudan, died in 2018. Poaching for their horns and habitat loss are
the primary causes of their decline.

4. Javan Rhino (Rhinoceros sondaicus): The Javan rhinoceros is one of the
rarest large mammals on Earth, with only around 72 individuals surviving in
Ujung Kulon National Park, Indonesia. Poaching and habitat loss have greatly
reduced their population, making them critically endangered.
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5. Cross River Gorilla (Gorilla gorilla diehli): The Cross River gorilla is a
subspecies of the western gorilla found in the forests of Nigeria and
Cameroon. With fewer than 300 individuals remaining, it is one of the world's
most endangered great apes. Habitat destruction, poaching, and human
encroachment threaten its survival.

6. Yangtze Giant Softshell Turtle (Rafetus swinhoei): The Yangtze giant
softshell turtle is one of the world's largest freshwater turtles and is critically
endangered, with possibly only three individuals left in the world. It is native to
the Yangtze River and its tributaries in China and Vietnam, where habitat
destruction, pollution, and overharvesting have led to its decline.

These are just a few examples of animals facing the threat of extinction. Urgent
conservation efforts are needed to protect these species and prevent their
disappearance from the planet.

Why are Animals endangered:

Animals can be at risk of extinction due to various factors, including:
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1. Habitat Loss: Destruction and fragmentation of natural habitats due to
activities such as deforestation, urbanization, and agriculture can result in the
loss of suitable habitat for many species, making them more vulnerable to
extinction.

2. Poaching and lllegal Wildlife Trade: Hunting, poaching, and illegal trade in
wildlife and their body parts threaten many species, particularly those with
valuable horns, tusks, fur, or other body parts sought after in international
markets.

3. Climate Change: Climate change can alter ecosystems and disrupt the
distribution and abundance of species, making it difficult for them to survive.
Rising temperatures, changing precipitation patterns, and sea-level rise can
directly impact habitats and species' ability to adapt.

4. Pollution: Pollution of air, water, and soil from human activities such as
industrial processes, agriculture, and urbanization can harm wildlife
populations and ecosystems. Chemical pollutants, plastic debris, and oil spills
can have detrimental effects on aquatic and terrestrial species.

5. Invasive Species: The introduction of non-native species into ecosystems can
outcompete native species for resources, prey on them, or spread diseases,
leading to declines in native biodiversity and even extinction of native species.

6. Human-Wildlife Conflict: Encroachment of human activities into wildlife
habitats can result in conflicts between humans and wildlife, leading to
retaliation killings, habitat destruction, and population declines of certain
species.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F7ZvodUuXRE

How can we protect Animals:

Species can be protected through a variety of conservation efforts aimed at
safeguarding their habitats, reducing threats, and promoting their recovery. Here
are some key strategies for protecting species:
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. Habitat Conservation: Protecting and preserving natural habitats is crucial for
the survival of many species. This can involve establishing protected areas
such as national parks, wildlife reserves, and marine sanctuaries where
habitats are conserved and managed to support biodiversity.

. Legal Protections: Enacting and enforcing laws and regulations to protect
species from exploitation, habitat destruction, and other threats is essential.
This may include laws against poaching, habitat destruction, and illegal wildlife
trade, as well as designating species as endangered or threatened under
national and international conservation laws.

. Restoration and Rehabilitation: Restoring degraded habitats and rehabilitating
ecosystems can help revitalize populations of endangered species. This may
involve reforestation, wetland restoration, coral reef rehabilitation, and other
measures to enhance habitat quality and connectivity.

. Species Management: Implementing species-specific management strategies
can help address threats and promote the recovery of endangered
populations. This may include captive breeding and reintroduction programs,
translocation efforts, population monitoring, and genetic management to
maintain genetic diversity.

. Community Engagement: Involving local communities in conservation efforts
is critical for sustainable species protection. Engaging communities in
conservation planning, education, and sustainable livelihood opportunities can
build support for conservation initiatives and empower local stakeholders to
become stewards of their natural resources.

. Research and Monitoring: Conducting scientific research and monitoring of
species populations, habitats, and threats is essential for informed
conservation decision-making. This includes assessing population trends,
studying species ecology and behavior, identifying key threats, and evaluating
the effectiveness of conservation interventions.

. International Cooperation: Collaborating across borders and jurisdictions is
essential for conserving migratory species, protecting transboundary habitats,
and addressing global conservation challenges. International agreements,
treaties, and partnerships facilitate coordinated conservation efforts and
promote shared responsibility for protecting biodiversity.
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8. Public Awareness and Education: Raising awareness about the importance of
biodiversity and the threats facing endangered species can mobilize public
support for conservation action. Education and outreach programs can help
foster a culture of conservation and inspire individuals to take action to protect
species and their habitats.

By implementing these strategies and fostering collaboration among governments,
organizations, communities, and individuals, we can work together to protect and
conserve endangered species and safeguard biodiversity for future generations.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=00KSWhARI2w

In-Situ vs. Ex-Situ Soil:

In-situ Soil Conservation:

o Definition: In-situ soil conservation methods are implemented directly on the
land where soil erosion and degradation are occurring.

o Examples: Contour plowing, terracing, agroforestry, cover cropping, no-till
farming, crop rotation, and conservation tillage are common in-situ soil
conservation practices.

+ Benefits:

o

o

[e]

o

Works with the natural landscape and ecosystem.
Helps retain soil structure, nutrients, and moisture.
Reduces soil erosion, runoff, and sedimentation.
Enhances soil fertility and biodiversity.

Supports sustainable agricultural practices.

Ex-situ Soil Conservation:

» Definition: Ex-situ soil conservation methods involve soil management
practices that are implemented off-site or away from the original location of
soil erosion or degradation.
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+ Examples: Soil rehabilitation, soil stabilization, and soil reclamation techniques
such as soil amendments, composting, mulching, revegetation, and
bioengineering are common ex-situ soil conservation methods.

o Benefits:

o Can be used in severely degraded or contaminated areas where in-situ
methods may be impractical.

o Helps restore soil fertility, structure, and productivity.
o Supports habitat restoration and ecosystem rehabilitation efforts.
o Provides immediate protection and stabilization of vulnerable soil.

o Can be combined with in-situ methods for comprehensive soil
conservation approaches.

Comparison:

» Location: In-situ methods are applied directly on the land where soil erosion
or degradation is occurring, while ex-situ methods are implemented off-site or
away from the original location.

o Approach: In-situ methods work with the natural landscape and ecosystem,
while ex-situ methods involve interventions that may require transportation or
relocation of soil.

e Application: In-situ methods are typically used for ongoing soil conservation
and management in agricultural, forestry, and land management practices,
while ex-situ methods may be used for restoring severely degraded or
contaminated soils, such as mine sites or construction areas.

» Effectiveness: Both in-situ and ex-situ methods can be effective for soil
conservation, but their suitability depends on the specific soil erosion or
degradation issues, site conditions, and management objectives.
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Ex-Situ Convservation

In-Situ Convservation

Zoological
Parks

wildlife
Sanctuaries

How may we conserve Nature:

1. Protecting Natural Areas: Set aside national parks, nature reserves, and
wildlife sanctuaries to preserve biodiversity. Prevent deforestation and
degradation of forests, wetlands, and other vital ecosystems.

2. Using Land Wisely: Practice sustainable agriculture that preserves soil health,
minimizes chemical use, and protects water sources. Plan urban development
to reduce sprawl, preserve green spaces, and maintain wildlife corridors.

3. Saving Water: Implement water conservation measures in agriculture,
industry, and households to reduce water waste and ensure clean water for
ecosystems and communities. Prevent pollution of rivers, lakes, and oceans to
safeguard aquatic habitats and marine life.
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4. Fighting Climate Change: Transition to renewable energy sources such as
solar, wind, and hydropower to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. Promote
energy efficiency in buildings, transportation, and industries. Support natural
climate solutions like reforestation and carbon sequestration.

5. Caring for the Seas: Implement sustainable fishing practices to prevent
overfishing and protect marine biodiversity. Establish marine protected areas
to conserve coral reefs, seagrass beds, and other critical habitats. Clean up
plastic pollution and reduce marine debris.

6. Protecting Animals and Plants: Take action to save endangered species from
extinction through habitat restoration, captive breeding programs, and anti-
poaching efforts. Combat illegal wildlife trade and trafficking. Restore
degraded habitats to provide safe havens for native flora and fauna.

7. Reducing Waste: Promote recycling and composting to minimize waste sent to
landfills and incinerators. Encourage the use of reusable products and
packaging to reduce single-use plastics and other pollutants. Support
initiatives to tackle electronic waste and hazardous materials.

8. Involving Everyone: Educate communities about the importance of
conservation and empower locals to participate in decision-making processes.
Engage youth in environmental education and hands-on conservation
projects. Collaborate with indigenous peoples and local stakeholders to
integrate traditional knowledge with modern conservation practices.

9. Supporting Research: Invest in scientific research to better understand
ecosystems, species, and environmental threats. Develop innovative
technologies and solutions for sustainable resource management, habitat
restoration, and climate resilience. Share research findings and best practices
to inform conservation efforts worldwide.

10. Demanding Change: Advocate for policies and regulations that protect nature
and promote sustainable development. Hold governments, businesses, and
institutions accountable for their environmental impact. Support eco-friendly
businesses and consumer choices that prioritize sustainability and ethical
practices.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lcyM43z0UE8

Unit 10 - How do human interactions affect the Environment:

33


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IcyM43z0UE8

